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Chairperson’s Report for the year ending 2023 

AGM 26 May 2024 

Thankyou very much for joining us for our 5th Annual General Meeting. 

These last 12 months for CSCC have been marked with both joy and sorrow. We 

have had the joy of Dr Professor Anne Pattel-Gray deliver our 5th Annual Roy 

Bradley Oration and the hope she sees for the future, the joy of a new committee 

member, meeting together in person for a planning day in February, Padraig 

O’Tuama accepting our invitation to be the 6th Annual Roy Bradley Orator, compiling 

an Autumn newsletter of our happenings, a pending ‘in person’ wine and cheese 

function and motivation and commitment to keep growing as an organisation.  

The sorrow relates to committee members who have retired, Eugen stepping down 

as chair, the ‘Voice to Parliament’ referendum result, the stark reality of the injustices 

dealt to our First Nations peoples for too long, and the sorrow of the death of one of 

our much loved foundation members, Dr Taffy Jones. 

I thank the committee for trusting me with the role of Chairperson after Eugen 

stepped down from this position last year. He ably held that role for 5 years from its 

inception to what it is today. Although we understood his need to let go some of his 

many commitments, it is a loss. Eugen has left big shoes to fill. We are thankful that 

he continues as a committee member, kindly and compassionately offering his 

generous hospitality, insights, rich experience, wisdom and vision for CSCC.  

I have very much enjoyed working with the committee members since CSCC’s 

formation. I had known and highly regarded Roy and Margaret Bradley since I was a 

child, and it has been a privilege to be part of this organisation to honour the life and 

work of Roy. To have Shirley Nash and Bernadette Wurlod join the committee in 

2021 and 2022 respectively was a bonus. Regrettably since our last AGM they have 

needed to retire from the committee.  

We greatly appreciated Shirley’s thoughtful contribution as a committee member. Her 

interest in and support for the organisation was both heartening and invaluable. 

Shirley’s input was reflective, honest, dynamic and considered and enhanced our 

monthly meetings.  

We also greatly appreciated Bernadette’s generous input as a committee member. 

Her attentive presence at our monthly meetings, her thoughtful perspective, regional 

knowledge and awareness, good insight and reliability together with her timely 

humour were greatly valued.  
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We understood their need to stand down as committee members and we miss them. 

We thank them most sincerely for all that they offered. 

Amidst these losses we are delighted that Andy Calder agreed to become a 

committee member of CSCC and joined us in November 2023. Andy brings a wealth 

of experience and his skills in decision making and forward thinking are already 

bearing fruit. We are most grateful and look forward to working together.  

As a committee we were devastated with the result of the ‘Voice to Parliament’ 

Referendum. So many had worked tirelessly over the years to bring this to the vote, 

and we lived in hope that it would get through. The result felt shameful. For those 

present at the last AGM you will recall that as an organisation we voted to support 

the referendum. The collective sorrow was palpable and the grace in which the result 

was received by so many First Nation’s peoples was humbling, to say the least.  

We were honoured indeed to have Professor Anne, (as she invited us to call her), 

accept our invitation to deliver the 5th annual Roy Bradley Oration on ‘A deep Sense 

of the Sacred – Australia’s First Nations spirituality and Connection to Country’. Her 

Oration was outstanding. We learned from her of her people’s history, of their rich 

culture, their deep spirituality that is inseparable to land and waters, of invaluable 

tools to enable a ‘walking together’, as well as their painful history since colonisation 

That Professor Anne’s oration occurred soon after the referendum was both poignant 

and timely. She spoke with clarity, depth and understanding and gave us much 

wisdom, knowledge and also hope, to buffer the despair at the referendum result. 

Her resolve to focus on the 6.2 million who voted ‘yes’ was inspirational. We greatly 

appreciated her frank, honest, deeply moving, and gracious sharing regarding the 

referendum result. First Nations initial silence was so understandable, and we 

needed also to hear the truths in what she shared.  

These truths were shameful, and we were reminded of the need to rewrite our 

history books.  Much of what Professor Anne offered us will be included in a book 

she is currently writing, and we look forward very much to its publication. Over 90 

people attended the oration, clear evidence of the high regard in which Professor 

Anne is held. We received many very favourable verbal and written responses to 

Professor Anne’s Oration. 

Following the oration, Eugen offered to continue to collaborate with Professor Anne 

to further promote the issues and ideas she shared with us. Jill Bradley and I were 

privileged to meet with her late last year in person in Melbourne to begin exploring 

possibilities and we look forward to future conversations.  

We are privileged and thrilled to have Padraig O’Tuama agree to deliver the 6th Roy 

Bradly Oration via zoom on October 13th this year. A poet and theologian, Pádraig’s 

work centres around themes of language, power, conflict and religion. He is a 

compelling poet and skilled speaker, teacher and group worker. From 2014-2019 he 
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was the leader of the Corrymeela Community, Ireland’s oldest peace and 

reconciliation community.  

We were fortunate to have Ms Di Clark agree to meet with us. She is a life member of 

the Fundraising Institute of Australia in recognition for her contribution to the 

organisation. We sought her counsel around our area of finance and fundraising. She 

generously gave us her time, her thoughts from her experience and her honest 

feedback. Di named some truths that we needed to hear and we are subsequently 

working towards addressing these. One of the main areas was communication with 

our members and updating our website. These are priorities for 2024. Committee 

members are all busy people who are willing but not always able to give CSCC the 

time that is needed. 

Our commitment to continue the work of Roy and his firm belief in the value of care 

and community has us meeting monthly, alternating between a business and a 

discussion meeting, relating to CSCC matters. We held our annual planning day on 

February 24th which helped us clarify our vision, mission and values. These will be 

included on our website as part of our update. We also discussed how we might 

collaborate with Professor Anne. Over lunch on the planning day, we had the 

pleasure of listening to and sharing our stories with Andy. The afternoon was spent 

planning the events for the year ahead and beyond.  

We recall fondly the first pre covid pandemic CSCC gatherings when we were able 

to meet in person and lament the fact that it has been 4 years since then. Thankfully, 

although covid is still very much with us, we are more able to resume gathering in 

person. To this end we look forward very much to the planned Wine and Cheese 

event on July 20th and hope you are able to join us. At the same time there is benefit 

in online gatherings as interested folk from afar can join us for these events. 

I look forward to serving CSCC during the year ahead and thank the committee 

members for their support and for the time and effort they put into the work involved 

in the running of this meaningful, not-for-profit organisation. 

 

Gillian Henderson, May 26th, 2024 


