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Soon after Roy Bradley passed away on 26" August 2017, family, friends and colleagues
deliberated how his life and work might be remembered. The suggestion of an annual
oration in his name was quickly supported by many. The discussion turned to a few possible
organisations that might host such an oration. Roy’s spirituality went beyond the clinical
pastoral education that he pioneered in Australia; it extended to his concern for the
environment, fairness to all as well as the plight and wisdom of First Nations Peoples and
their culture. It soon became apparent that there isn’t a single organisation that could hold
Roy’s diverse concerns and his sense of spirituality that so broadly embraces the life of the

individual and riches of community.

On the 24™ of February 2019, the Centre for Spirituality of Care and Community (CSCC) was
launched. Several months later, on 19t May, Bruce Rumbold delivered the inaugural Roy
Bradley Oration on ‘Spirituality and Compassionate Communities’. When the Covid
pandemic hit in February 2020, we moved all our meetings online, including our first Annual
General Meeting on the 18t of October 2020. A month later, on the 22" of November
2020, the second Roy Bradley Oration was also delivered online, by Tim Costello on ‘Ethical
Leadership in times of Personal Risk’. On 30t May 2021, we had our second Annual General
Meeting ‘on Zoom’ (the software that we have become familiar to using for our meetings
online). It was a format that not only worked well but conveniently enabled many to attend
from far way places. We had our third Roy Bradley Oration on the 215 of November 2021,
presented by Rachael Kohn on ‘Making sense of our lives in the era of the pandemic’. And
here today on the 22nd of May 2022, we meet for the third Annual General Meeting of
CSCc.

| have begun with a brief summary of our short history to provide some context for our
meeting today, to appreciate how far we have come in a relatively short time. This is,

however, not quite an accurate account of what has happened in the 5 years since Roy died.



Over that time, the foundation of CSCC was laid and it continued to develop as an
organisation. In between the Annual Orations and AGMs, a great deal of work has been
undertaken by the Committee consisting of Gillian Henderson (Deputy Chair), Bill Couche
(Treasurer), Jill Bradley (Secretary), Helen Austin, Margaret Bradley, Cath Bradley, Shirley
Nash and myself as Chair. It has been a real pleasure to work with all on the Committee.
Even though it was challenging to muster up the interest to take part in a committee
meeting late on a Sunday afternoon, especially through the dark and cold winter months
through the pandemic, one is always left feeling encouraged and supported. So, at 4pm on
the last Sunday of each month, almost without fail, we would meet on zoom. Our efforts
have focused on three areas: administrative work to develop the organisation
(correspondence, website, mailing lists, finance and governance), organising the Annual

Orations, and ideas for future development.

I would like to focus on some of the highlights over the past year. First, in this past year, at
the start of our committee meetings, we have begun to give more emphasis to our
acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners of this country and their grief and pain, and
also included other contexts of the time such as war as a way to hold in mind the suffering
in the world. This, | think, is particularly important as we seek a grounded spirituality. With
respect to the Committee, we have been delighted to have Shirley Nash join the committee
this year. Her sense of good cheer and wisdom added something to the group that is hard to
describe but always leaves me assured once her opinion was sought. We are also cheered
on each time Margaret could join us, and in this past year she has been able to, more often

than not.

Next, the work on developing a logo and associated design guide that we accomplished last
year enabled us to proceed with creating a new website that allows us to engage with the
growing interest in CSCC. Thanks to Bill for leading us through this work, the fruit of which
we hope to share with you today. Jill has worked to create a stronger on-line presence with
the new website and by using Campaign Monitor to enhance our newsletters. Over the past
two years we have learnt much about creating and using virtual spaces for people to come

together to support each other and to share ideas.



This brings us to our workshop on Spirituality and the Ageing. As we were unable to proceed
with the proposed in-person workshop on Spirituality and Ageing last year, we are all so
grateful to Helen (Austin) for continuing to drive this work to enable the transition to an on-
line event. This most successful seminar was held via zoom on 5™ May 2022 with over 70
participants. Thanks to Dr Irene Renzenbrink and Dr Eleanor Flynn for their engaging
presentation and thanks to Gillian, Cath, Jill, Shirley and Bill for supporting Helen in
organising this event. It sets an example of how we might explore a range of issues relating

to the spirituality of care and community in addition to our Annual Oration.

Dr Rachael Kohn, who for more than 20 years hosted the well-known program ‘The Spirit of
Things’ on Radio National, delivered the third Annual Roy Bradley Oration, on ‘Making sense
of our lives in the era of the pandemic: Disbelief, Amazement, Fear and Faith’.

Rachael's inspiring and thought-provoking address explored the nature of identity, fear and

humility and encouraged us to be open to the experience of 'radical amazement', to explore
the mystery and wonder at the very core of life itself. More than 80 people attended the

lecture and we received much enthusiastic and encouraging feedback.

In our first Annual Oration, Bruce Rumbold introduced the role of compassionate
communities in supporting the difficult task of caring and supporting the vulnerable people
in our societies. Last year, when Tim Costello spoke about the pandemic, he made the
observation about the sacrifice people made for the well being of others. It caused me to
think about the importance of recognising the sacrifice made by carers in their spirituality of
caring for others. This year, | was inspired by Rachael Kohn’s challenge to us to confront our
fears; it made me think of courage as a necessary element of the spirituality of care. What
does this mean? | do not yet know but it is something to contemplate on. As | reflected on
these take-away messages from our Annual Orations | have come to see that we are
realising one of the main aims of CSCC: to create a space and opportunity where people
could come together to share their inspirations and knowledge and encourage further

dissemination and contemplation.

The Committee has many ideas for various activities and events but is constantly held back
by a lack of personnel resources, and a fear of overcommitting ourselves. We have

wondered about the possibility of becoming stronger financially, and to be in a position to



hire a part time worker. | have shared this vision with you in previous AGMs. This past year,
we have taken the steps to achieve charitable status. There are only a limited number of
possible ‘purposes’ or reasons that we are able to apply. We have framed our purpose as a
health promotion entity and have argued that spirituality is very much an integral part of
health and well-being. | will share the brief paper that | wrote to support our application at

the end of this meeting.

Looking forward over the coming months, we plan to sharpen our vision and purpose and
develop a strategic plan. While we are still a small organisation with limited resources, we
can see the numerous possibilities ahead, including how we can create opportunities to

explore the spirituality of care and community in a variety of contexts.

At the end of 2021, we have 23 Foundation Members and 20 Friends or Associate members.
We now have over 240 people on our mailing list — an increase of more than 60% over the
past 12 months. We encourage all our Foundation Members and Friends to introduce others
to the activities and events of CSCC in the hope that some of them will become Foundation

Members or Friends of CSCC.

CSCC is seeking support from all who share in our vision for a greater understanding and
awareness of the spirituality of care and community in all areas of personal and communal
life. You can support our goals and activities through participation in our various events,
through financial support and by sharing information about CSCC with others who may be

interested.

Our goal is to enlist the support of one hundred Foundation Members who will each
contribute $1,000 (either as a once off contribution or $200 a year over 5 years) towards an
endowment fund of at least $100,000; the interest from this will support the Annual Roy
Bradley Oration and our other activities. We also invite those who wish to become a Friend

of CSCC, and greatly appreciate any donation or offer of other support.

Eugen Koh

Chairperson



