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Thankyou very much for joining us for our 61" Annual General Meeting. In writing my
report it has been encouraging to reflect on the happenings of CSCC over the past

year. With the current global situation, being actively mindful regarding a spirituality

of care and community seems more important than ever.

Our commitment to continue the work of Roy and his passion for the spirituality of
care and community has our Committee meeting monthly, alternating between a
business and a discussion meeting, relating to CSCC matters.

The Committee were most grateful to Di Clark who generously met with us in person
on November 17", Di was a valuable sounding board as she continued to press us
to articulate our purpose. This meeting was most helpful in clarifying this and we
were encouraged by Di’s positive response at the end of the meeting.

We held our annual planning day, in person on March 30" and continued to work on
our vision, mission and values, discussing further suggestions from Di Clark. We
valued the input from Liz McAloon who joined us for the day. Her wealth of
experience in organisations such as ours contributed greatly. Liz was particularly
helpful with advice for further updating our website. We are delighted that Liz is
interested in staying connected with CSCC and contributing further to our ongoing
work. We also confirmed our interest in a continuing focus on First Nations people
and what we can learn from their spirituality of care and community. This is in light of
Prof Anne Patel Gray’s oration in 2023 and our intention and commitment to work
collaboratively with her.

Our desire to gather socially, in person as we had enjoyed in pre covid times saw us
host a Wine and Cheese event on July 20", The weather was cold and wet but those
of us who met together thoroughly enjoyed the wine and food, indoor warmth and
conversation.

Although we long for a full return to ‘in person’ events, there is benefit in online
gatherings as interested folk from afar can join us. We were privileged and thrilled to
have Padraig O’'Tuama agree to deliver the 6" Roy Bradley Oration on October 13t
last year.

A poet and theologian, Padraig’s work centres around themes of language, power,
conflict and religion. He is a compelling poet and skilled speaker, teacher and group
worker. From 2014-2019 he was the leader of the Corrymeela Community, Ireland’s
oldest peace and reconciliation community.

The title of Padraig’s oration was “Things Known and Strange”. These words took on
a whole new meaning as Padraig’s oration unfolded. We appreciated Padraig’s



permission to have his oration recorded. This is available, along with other CSCC
orators on our website.

Padraig delivered his oration from New York which meant rising before 4.30am to
accommodate our time difference. He also generously advertised the event through
his social media, enabling a much wider audience than we would have otherwise
had.

Padraig’s oration was thought provoking, heartbreaking, painful, heartwarming and
nourishing. To hear that for so many ‘Peace’ is what is strange and ‘war and conflict’
is what is known, was confronting and a stark reminder of a reality beyond our
comfort zone.

Padraig masterly wove his compelling thoughts with poignant and beautiful poetry.
We did not want him to finish. For Padraig, the questions from his audience are his
favourite part. We had more than there was time to field which is a measure of his
quality and delivery. We thank our committee member Andy, a personal friend of
Padraig, for securing him as our 6% orator.

We are in the process of selecting our orator for the 7th Roy Bradley Annual Oration
later this year. Watch this space.

| value each of the CSCC committee members and look forward to new members
joining us. We greatly appreciate receiving a very generous donation, offered to
enable us to sponsor several applications for Foundational Membership. Please
contact us if you would like further information about this generous offer.

Thankyou to the committee members for their support and for the time and effort
they put into the work involved in running this not-for-profit organisation;

o to Bill in your role as Treasurer, for also being an excellent minute taker at our
meetings and for the work you have put into updating our website. This was much
needed.

o to Jill as our Secretary for keeping up with endless correspondence both near and
far, for your clarity of thought and for your invaluable editing.

¢ to Cath for your support and the sensitivity and compassion you bring to your
commitment as Deputy Chair

e to Eugen for your depth of experience, expertise and wisdom that enriches what we
are about in the life of CSCC.

¢ And to Andy for all your contacts, especially Padraig, and for your considered
responses from the breadth of your commitments over many years.

| look forward to the coming year and the possibilities that lie before us.

Gillian Henderson, Chairperson



